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Presidentôs Message 

 

Holiday Meeting in Myrtle Beach 

 
We wish a big Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you all.  Our Myrtle Beach meeting was a huge success. Diana and I are 
thankful to all those who attended and for the concern and love that was generated toward both of us at the meeting.  After our tests 
and doctorsô visits, we want to report that we are both fine.  Hopefully, Diana will be completely mended by Christmas, 
 
Being that this is the holiday season, I would like to express an observation I had at the meeting.  As we all are aware, Region 14 
has by far the most loving, compassionate group of guys and gals of any law enforcement organization. 
 
Over the weekend I could not help but feel how blessed I am to be your president, but more important is the feeling I have of being 
at the head of such a wonderful, caring family.  Yes, we feel you are all an extension of our family! 
 
Let me give just a few examples of the distances some of our members traveled to be with our group at the Myrtle Beach meeting.   
Betty and Pat Sabia drove all the way down from Hampstead, New Hampshire. Annette and Vinny Cerullo first drove from Mount 
Gilead, North Carolina to New York for a funeral and then from New York to Myrtle Beach for the meeting. After surviving that long 
trip, they had to purchase our needs for the Hospitality Room, set it all up, and then put everything away and clean up the room as 
well.  Ernie Black, who has difficulty driving at night, drove by himself from Greenville, South Carolina. Eileen Austin drove by 
herself from Hampstead, North Carolina. Robin and Don Kane, having just spent a very difficult year fighting Donôs cancer, came to 
their first meeting in over a year to share their joy of his recovery and survival with people they love dearly.  Ed Maher, who has 
spent almost the entire past year in and out of hospitals, hospice care, and rehab centers, drove up from Edgewater, Florida, with 
his wife, Charlene.  Phil Rose, who has had more than his share of medical problems, came down from Wilmington, North Carolina 
with his wife, Ann. And then of course thereôs Betty and Fred Sutliff, our regionôs pilots, who drove down from Washington, North 
Carolina.  I might add that Betty Lou has also had serious medical problems but looks just marvelous, as usual.  And we canôt forget 
our beloved treasurer, Ralph Gaeta, and his lovely wife, Alice.  Regardless of how hard it is for them to get around, they are always 
there to share their love with us all. 
 
Also attending were Denise and Henry Behrens, Judy and Russ Brendel, Tom and Ann Burns, Nick Caputo and his lovely lady 
Lillian, our man Tony and Doris Costagliola, Dianne and John Haaga, and Mary and Jack Hannon - Jack, we need some new 
jokes!.  Joyce and Ron McLaren also came, and they filled us in on Pete Vanderveerôs condition.  Pete, our prayers are with you 
and Diane.  Ken and Fran Nordt were there, too - guys, thanks for that information on the Cherry Blossom Festival in Macon, 
Georgia, a possible the site for our spring meeting. Others in attendance were our guy from Charleston, Chuck Oshinsky, Dan and 
Susan OôReilly, Barbara Hartnett from Carolina Shores, North Carolina, Vinny and Roe Prajka, Ed and Joan Wilson, and our newest 
members, Pat and Bill Wieners. 
 
Hopefully, I have not left anybody out.  This is just an example of how we are all blessed to have met and known each other.  We 
are truly a happy and wonderful family.   
 
Again, in signing off I want to thank you all for giving Diana and me the privilege to serve.  We love you all; enjoy the holidays and 
live your lives to the fullest. 
 
 Al 
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IPA MEETING MINUTES, DECEMBER 3, 2011 

MYRTLE BEACH, SC 
 

Officers in attendance:  
               Al Tosi, President        Tom Burns, 1st Vice President    Vinny Prajka, 2nd Vice President 
                                  Ralph Gaeta, Secretary/Treasurer      John Haaga, Recording Secretary                               

 
Officers Excused: 

Art Alloy, National Delegate 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM.  The opening prayer was given by Ernie Black, and there was a 
moment of silence for our troops serving throughout the world.   
 
We were led in the pledge to the flag by Jack Hannon.   
 
Secretary, John Haaga: A motion was made by Bill Wieners to accept the minutes from the August meeting, 
which are available in the September Newsletter and on the IPA Region 14 web site.   The motion was 
seconded by Vince Cerullo. 
 
President, Al Tosi: Al welcomed returning members, Nick Caputo, accompanied by Lillian Trifoli, Ron and 
Joyce McClaren, Ken and Fran Nordt, Phil and Ann Rose, Fred and Betty Lou Sutliffe, and Ed and Joan 
Wilson.  A warm welcome was also extended to Robin and Don Kane, Ed and Charlene Maher from Florida 
and Pat and Betty Sabia from New Hampshire.  
Al introduced Bill and Pat Wieners, who live in North Carolina. Bill was president of Region 15 for 9 years.  
They attend national IPA meetings. He thanked Vince and Annette Cerullo for their work on the hospitality 
room, and Vince said that suggestions regarding the hospitality room are always welcome.   
 
Health and Welfare Report: Ron McClaren reported on Pete Van Deveer, who has experienced many 
medical problems, but is doing much better.   
 
Treasurerôs Report by Ralph Gaeta: The closing balance after the Greenville meeting was $5,749.91.  Total 
receipts, including bank interest, Greenville receipts, and Christmas meeting were $12,376.44.  Total 
expenditures were $5, 980.06.  The checking account balance as of 11/29/2011 was $6,396.38.  On 
8/10/2011 our CD matured and was re-deposited for $10,367.78 in a new 33 month CD with a maturity date 
of 5/10/2013. The interest posts every 12 months. The report was accepted by Ken Nordt and Tony 
Costagliola. 
 
Newsletter Report, Dianne Haaga:  Emailing the newsletter seems to be working well.  Please keep your 
email address current so that you can continue to receive the newsletter and informative emails from us.  
 
1st Vice President, Tom Burns:  Tom gave a travel report. 
 
NDC Report by Bill and Pat Wieners:  Bill reported that 18 bylaws were voted on at the NDC meeting in 
Mesa, Arizona.  One of the changes is that the NDC Rep. can be either elected or appointed by each region. 
Another change is that regions canôt hold events that conflict with the annual national meeting in November.  
Next year is IPAôs 50th anniversary, and the meeting will be held in Washington, DC.  
 
New Business:  Locations for the spring meeting were discussed.  Ken and Fran Nordt said that they have 
been to the cherry blossom festival in Macon, Georgia.  They agreed to look into more information about it. Al 
Tosi said another suggestion was Smithfield, and Fred Sutliffe mentioned a show in nearby Selma. Ro Prajka 
suggested looking in Southern Living magazine at their planned weekends in various locations. 
 
The closing prayer was given by Ernie Black. A motion to close the meeting was made by Jack Hannon and 
seconded by Dianne Haaga. The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 AM. 



 

NEWS FROM THE EDITOR 
 Dianne Haaga 

 

Myrtle Beach Meeting:  Once again we had a wonderful Christmas meeting in Myrtle Beach, SC.  So many 
of us look forward to this annual meeting, and itôs always our most popular.  The hotel was as comfortable as 
always, and it was nice to gather together on Friday in the lobby before the fireplace and the big Christmas 
tree. Then it was time to head out for the eveningôs dinner and entertainment, the Pirate Adventure - a new 
attraction at the former site of the Dixie Stampede. Dinner was served by a very efficient wait staff while we 
ate and watched the show, which was somewhat like a cross between a circus and a water show. Afterward, 
we met in the hospitality room at the hotel, where we enjoyed conversation along with drinks and snacks - 
thanks to the hard work by Vince and Annette Cerullo. On Saturday morning we ate breakfast at the hotel, 
and some of us headed out for Christmas shopping at the Tanger Outlets while others just relaxed a bit.  
Later we had a nice dinner at Chestnut Hill and then it was on to the Carolina Opry Christmas Show, kind of a 
tradition for us. There were a few changes to the show this year, most notably the absence of the host, Steve. 
In his place was a young man who did a fine job, but many of us really missed Steve. We later discovered 
that he has retired, and we wish him well. Many of our favorite entertainers were still there, though.  We 
enjoyed the songs and dancing, and the female entertainersô gowns were as beautiful as ever. There was 
another nice get- together in the hospitality room, and before we knew it, it was Sunday morning and time to 
say our goodbyes.  I know I speak for many of us when I say I will look forward to our meeting in Myrtle Beach 
again next year.  A special thanks to Alice Gaeta for handling the reservations for our shows and dinners 
every year at this meeting.  
 
Newsletter:  Please send us any news (including photos, if you have any) of trips you have taken, awards 
you have received, or any special occasion.  We will be happy to publish this in our ñMember Newsò section of 
the newsletter. 
 
 

  
IPA NATIONAL NEWS by Bill and Pat Wieners 

National Web Site: Members who wish to receive updates and news from National on a timelier basis can 
visit www.ipa-usa.org, to enter their email address.  Itôs that simple. 

Dues:  2012 billing has been mailed.  Members have the option to pay online, by mail, or at the region level. 

50th Anniversary Event:  Our 50th anniversary is Nov, 2012, and will be held in Washington, DC.  For flyers 
and registration, go to www.ipa-usa.org , click on the Member area ï IPA-US Events 50th Anniversary ï and 
download forms.  

Events:  To find out all events happening in all regions, visit the Member Area of the web site.  All events that 
have been posted will be available if you have interest. 

Scholarships:  There are several types of scholarships available to IPA members, their children and 
grandchildren.  If you are interested in learning more, go to www.ipa-usa.org and from the links on the left, 
under ñMember Areas,ò click on ñScholarships.ò 
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From left: Joan and Ed Wilson, Nick Caputo and Lillian Trifoli, Ann and Phil Rose 



                       
                  
                                                                                  Eileen Austin, Charlene and Ed Maher 

                      

              
 

From left: Vince and Annette Cerullo, Betty and Pat Sabia 



                      
         From left: Russ and Judy Brendel, Chuck Oshinsky 
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Fred and Betty Lou Sutliff 


